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ecently retired Judge Frances
Doherty is our Honorary Dinner
Host this year. We will return to
the Santa Fe to celebrate our 13th year for this
event.
Please join Judge Doherty and your
colleagues for a picon punch or two. The bar
opens at 5:30 p.m. and dinner seating begins
at 6:30 p.m. Dinner is served family style.
Reservations are limited to the first 150 guests.
Tickets are $55 per person ($5 of each ticket
will be earmarked for Judge Patrick Flanagan's
International Judge Scholarship). Tickets are
available online at www.wcbar.org.

DUES RENEWAL REMINDER
If you haven’t paid your dues for 2020, please take
a minute and visit www.wcbar.org. If you need a
copy of your statement, please call 786-4494 or
email gina@wcbar.org.
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A

dream, a resolution, and a
new decade. All three of
these concepts relate to a
single theme as we head into January,
2020: change. I generally do not like
change, but it is the one constant of
life. Children, work, health, age, the
seasons: they all change. But in January,
with the hope and fresh beginning
that accompany the celebration of the
New Year, we are empowered to make
our own change, our own progress and
improvement.
On January 20, 2020, we celebrate
the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.
Dr. King delivered his famous “I Have
a Dream” speech on August 28, 1963.1
He was assassinated just five years later.2
Even though not every individual will
effect such sweeping and grand change
as Dr. King, one of the quotes from his
famous speech provides inspiration to all
to effect just a small change:
I say to you today, my
friends, though, even
though we face the
difficulties of today and
tomorrow, I still have
a dream. It is a dream
deeply rooted in the
American dream. I have
a dream that one day this
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nation will rise up, live
out the true meaning of
its creed: ‘We hold these
truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created
equal.’3
Each of us, so fortunate to be free
and equal, has the power to effect a small
change.
I found myself wondering who
started the tradition of making New
Year’s resolutions. Approximately 4,000
years ago, hoping their gods would bless
them, the ancient Babylonians made
promises in March when they planted
their crops.4 Julius Caesar marked
January 1 as the beginning of the new
year in about 46 B.C., and the Romans
made pledges for good behavior in the
coming year.5 Early Christians viewed
the new year as the time to resolve to
better themselves.6 It is a tradition as
old as time.
I have failed to fulfill more New Year’s
resolutions than I can count. I think
this is because I choose so many goals
that I cannot focus on just one. Many
websites give tips for fulfilling New
Year’s resolutions, and one of the top tips
is to not make too many resolutions but
to instead focus on just one.7
In this new decade, what is your
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resolution, your goal, your dream?
You can choose just one, and it can
be something small. For some, it is
the resolution to get healthy. For
others, maybe it is the goal to be more
empathetic, patient, or generous.
Maybe you strive to devote yourself to
a cause. All are different, but all are
equally meaningful to those who dream
them.
If you accomplish one small
change, you will be a better person for
yourself, your family, your clients, your
coworkers, and everyone else. Imagine
the collective change that can occur if
each of us fulfills just one small goal.
So, choose one thing and dream big.
Cheers, and Happy New Year!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Have_a_
Dream
2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Assassination_of_Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
3
https://culturacolectiva.com/history/i-havea-dream-quotes-martin-luther-king-speech
4
https://www.history.com/news/the-historyof-new-years-resolutions
5
Id.
6
Id.
7
See e.g. https://www.thehopeline.com/newyears-resolutions-habits
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CONVERSATIONS ON DISCOVERY
By Wesley M. Ayres, Discovery Commissioner

I

n 1895, Nevada Supreme Court
Justice McKaskia S. Bonnifield
posed the question “What is a
newspaper?” and answered it as follows:
“A newspaper is a sheet of paper printed
and circulated, at short intervals,
for conveying intelligence of passing
events; a public print that circulates
news, advertisements, proceedings of
legislative bodies, public documents,
and the like.” See State ex rel. Norcross v.
Bd. of Cty. Comm’rs, 22 Nev. 399, 412,
41 P. 145, 149 (1895) (Bonnifield, J.,
dissenting) (citing Webst. Dict.). He added
that“[t]his definition accords with the
general understanding of the public.”
See id. The Nevada Legislature probably
had a definition of this sort in mind when
it enacted Nevada’s news shield statute
in 1969. But newspapers began to go
online beginning in 1980. See David
Shedden, New Media Timeline (1980),
Poynter Institute (Dec. 16, 2004),
https://www.poynter.org/archive/2004/
new-media-timeline-1980/;
KRONTV, 1981 KRON News Report About
Newspapers on a Computer, YouTube
(Jan. 31, 2009), https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=tymKPTTjrSw. Most (if
not all) major newspapers now have an
online presence, and some newspapers
have essentially abandoned print entirely.
See, e.g., About seattlepi, Seattlepi.com,
https://www.seattlepi.com/facts/ (last
visited Dec. 17, 2019) (stating that “[o]n
March 18, 2009, seattlepi.com [formerly
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer] became
the first major metro daily newspaper
to go online-only”). Of course, the
internet also features innumerable
bloggers, social media users, freelance
writers, investigative book authors, talk
show hosts, and others who may serve as
sources of news.
In a recent case, Toll v. Wilson, No.
78333, 2019 WL 6629145 (Nev. Dec.
5, 2019), the Nevada Supreme Court
was faced with the question of whether

an internet blogger falls within the
protection of Nevada’s news shield
statute. The individual ran an online
blog that reported on current events
in Virginia City, Nevada, and which
included his articles stating that a Storey
County Commissioner did not live in
Storey County. That commissioner
filed a defamation action against the
blogger, and defendant ultimately filed
a special motion to dismiss plaintiff’s
action under Nevada’s Anti-Strategic
Lawsuit Against Public Participation
(“Anti-SLAPP”) statutes.
See NRS
41.635 to .670 (2019). In accordance
with NRS 41.660, the district court
allowed plaintiff limited discovery to
discern whether defendant knew that his
statements involving plaintiff’s residency
were false or whether he acted with a
high degree of awareness that they were
likely false (i.e., whether his statements
were made with “actual malice”). See
Toll, 2019 WL 6629145, at *1.
During his deposition, defendant
explained why he believed that plaintiff
did not reside in Storey County,
contrary to plaintiff’s claim that he
lived at the Mustang Ranch.
In
part, defendant’s belief was based on
statements by sources who told him
that the commissioner went to Reno
every night and kept his possessions at
a different residence. When plaintiff
asked defendant to identify those
sources, defendant refused to do so,
citing Nevada’s news shield statute.
Ultimately, the district court found
that defendant was a reporter, but that
he did not belong to a press association
when he made the allegedly defamatory
statements. The court also ruled that
defendant’s blog did not qualify as a
newspaper because it is not printed in
physical form. Accordingly, the court
granted plaintiff’s motion to compel,
and defendant sought extraordinary
relief.
Because the writ petition

involved an issue of first impression in
need of clarification, and addressing it
would promote judicial economy in the
proceeding, the supreme court exercised
its discretion to consider the merits of
that petition. See id. at *2.
Nevada’s news shield statute provides
as follows:
No reporter, former reporter
or editorial employee of any
newspaper, periodical or press
association or employee of
any radio or television station
may be required to disclose
any published or unpublished
information obtained or
prepared by such person in
such person’s professional
capacity in gathering, receiving
or processing information
for communication to the
public, or the source of any
information procured or
obtained by such person, in
any legal proceedings, trial or
investigation:
1. Before any court,
grand jury, c o r o n e r ’ s
inquest, jury or any officer
thereof.
2. Before the Legislature
or any committee thereof.
3. Before any department,
agency or commission of the
State.
4.Before any local
governing body or committee
thereof, or any officer of a
local government.
NRS 49.275 (2019). In construing
this statute, our high court focused on
the key terms construed by the district
court—“reporter” and “newspaper”
(since defendant did not argue that
his blog was a periodical or radio or
television station). With regard to
“reporter,” the district court relied
on a dictionary definition: “one that
January 2020, Vol. 42, No. 1
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reports; one who reports news events;
a commentator.” See Reporter, Webster’s
Third New Int’l Dictionary (2002).
Because defendant reported various
public events, opinions, and current
news in Virginia City, the supreme court
agreed that these activities qualified
him as a “reporter” for purposes of the
news shield statute. See Toll, 2019 WL
6629145, at *3.
After considering definitions of
“newspaper” in a dictionary and in other
statutes, the district court determined
that a media source could not be
considered a “newspaper” unless it is
“printed.” But the supreme court found
this approach to be problematic:
[I]f the district court had pursued
the literal meaning of “print”
further, it would have found that
it could apply to digital media
as well as physical form. In one
dictionary, “print” is defined as
“to make a copy of by impressing
paper against an inked printing
surface.” However, in another
dictionary, “print” is defined as
“to display on a surface (such as
a computer screen) for viewing.”
Because “print” possesses two
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definitions that are equally
applicable to this statute, the
district court erred in limiting
itself to only one.
Id. at *3 (citations and footnote omitted).
Moreover, judicial construction is not
confined to literal readings of statutes.
“Drafters of every era know that
technological advances will proceed apace
and that the rules they create will one day
apply to all sorts of circumstances that
they could not possibly envision.” Id. at
*4 (quoting Antonin Scalia & Bryan A.
Garner, Reading Law: The Interpretation of
Legal Texts 86 (2012)). Just as the concept
of an unreasonable search now extends
to thermal imaging—something that
was not contemplated when the Fourth
Amendment was adopted—a newspaper
can exist online, even if our legislature did
not contemplate that possibility when the
news shield statute was enacted. See id.
As explained by the court:
[J]ust because a newspaper can
exist online, it does not mean
it ceases to be a newspaper. To
hold otherwise would be to
create an absurd result in direct
contradiction to the rules of
statutory interpretation . . . [O]ne

can “print” in more than one
way. . . .
Id. The court therefore determined that
a blog is not automatically disqualified
from the news shield statute merely
because it is digital, rather than in an
ink-printed, physical form. See id.
Defendant also argued that the
district court was wrong to allow plaintiff
limited discovery under NRS 41.660.
Ordinarily, when a person files a special
motion to dismiss under Nevada’s
Anti-SLAPP statutes, the district court
must stay discovery pending a ruling
on that motion and the disposition of
any appeal from that ruling. See NRS
41.660(3)(e) (2019). However, if a
party can show that it requires access to
information held by an opposing party
or a third party to meet or oppose the
plaintiff’s burden of demonstrating with
prima facie evidence a probability of
prevailing on the claim, “the court shall
allow limited discovery for the purpose
of ascertaining such information.” See
id. 41.660(4). The supreme court
explained that without knowledge of
what evidence defendant relied on
when he asserted that plaintiff did not
Continued on page 8
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JUDICIAL REFLECTIONS
Honorable David Hardy, Second Judicial District Court

Justice David Zenoff (Nevada Supreme
Court: 1965-1977). Justice David Zenoff
emerges from the public records as a
principled and passionate public official
who left a deep imprint on Nevada justice.
He served during a difficult decade of
national and local civil unrest; a time when
jurisprudence was racing toward expanded
individual liberties. Justice Zenoff’s work
was scrutinized by competing interest
groups and occasionally criticized by those
who felt judges were “soft on crime.” But
even Justice Zenoff’s critics respected his
commitment to family, friends, faith,
community, and the law.
Justice Zenoff was born in Amherst,
Wisconsin in 1916 to parents who had
emigrated from Russia. He was the
youngest of six children. He wanted to be
a journalist, but while a student journalist
at the University of Wisconsin he was
persuaded by the football coach to become
a lawyer. Justice Zenoff graduated from
the University of Wisconsin Law School
and began practicing law in Milwaukee in
1940. He knew then that he wanted to be
a judge or law professor. He left his legal
career in 1942 to join the fight as a Marine
in World War II. He rose to the rank of
major and was awarded the Bronze Star in
the Okinawa Campaign.
Justice Zenoff’s military service ended
in 1946. His mother-in-law had recently
traveled through Las Vegas and suggested
it was a city of growth and opportunity.
He moved to Nevada and was admitted
to the bar in 1948. Justice Zenoff first
worked with a law firm that later evolved
into the statewide firm of Jones Vargas.
He enjoyed quick and high-profile success,
which allowed him to begin planning his
transition to the judiciary. He worked
intermittently as a magistrate judge in the
municipal court, joined political efforts,
and began volunteering for the state
bar. He also contributed to many civic
endeavors, which increased his public
profile. He later reflected that private
practice was “too profitable to be happy
in it.”
Justice Zenoff appeared partisan to
some but he simply explained he was
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Hon. David Zenoff

grounded in principles and friendship.
For example, he initially registered
as a Democrat but changed his party
registration to Republican because he
was “very teed off at former President
Harry Truman.” He publicly supported
Republican Governor Charles Russell’s
unsuccessful campaign for re-election
in 1958 but returned to the Democratic
Party after concluding Senator Goldwater
had pushed the Republicans too far to the
right. Justice Zenoff was admired by his
political peers who attempted to enlist him
as a candidate for governor in the 1960s.
One of Governor Russell’s last acts
before leaving office in late December,
1958, was to appoint Justice Zenoff to the
district court to fill the vacancy created by
Justice McNamee’s election to the supreme
court. The timing of the appointment
caused some controversy, partly because
Justice Zenoff had campaigned against
in-coming Governor Grant Sawyer and
there was little possibility Sawyer would
appoint him to the court. Justice Zenoff
immediately vindicated Governor Russell’s
confidence and became a highly regarded
trial judge.
The animating issue of Justice Zenoff’s
judicial career was juvenile justice. Justice
Zenoff volunteered for the juvenile
delinquency cases and used his judicial
prestige to improve the lives of abandoned

and neglected children outside of the
courtroom. He advocated for a separate
system of juvenile justice and led the effort
to create the Spring Mountain Youth
Camp. He was an executive leader of the
National Council of Juvenile and Family
Court Judges and was humbled when the
Clark County juvenile detention facility
was named in his honor. He was named
the 1960 Most Outstanding Adult in
Youth Work in Southern Nevada by the
Interdenominational Youth Council of
Southern Nevada.
Justice McNamee was seriously injured
during a violent crime at his home in the
spring of 1965. Governor Sawyer (whom
Justice Zenoff had previously campaigned
against) commissioned Justice Zenoff
to participate on the supreme court as a
district court judge. This decision reflects
highly upon both Governor Sawyer and
Justice Zenoff. The press reported Justice
Zenoff was “not shy” about his ambition to
be a permanent member of the court when
he announced his intention to run for the
seat the following year. Justice Zenoff was
elected without opposition in 1966.
Justice Zenoff gave many public
speeches on a variety of social and legal
subjects throughout his career. Examples
include the death penalty, merit selection
of judges, free speech, government ethics,
and the creation of a Nevada law school.
He occasionally shared his own partisan
opinions, and with a little reflection,
realized he could never really speak as a
public citizen while also serving on the
supreme court.
We can see his personality, within
a context of time and place, when he
encouraged young 4H club members
to exercise free speech rights despite
conservative
agitation
against
an
“overabundance” of free speech. But, he
continued, free speech is most effective
when it is respectful and some go too
far and became militants who “demand,
swear, and threaten.” He also wanted
to “draw [a] line at boys who . . . are
unkempt, unwashed and who smell bad.”
Justice Zenoff’s deepest passion was
advocating for juvenile justice. As an

appellate justice he became a statewide
and national leader. He often repeated
the same themes: “We are willing to help
children who have colds but we don’t seem
willing to be able to help those who are
mentally sick” and “[y]oung people need
help to return to the right highway because
they’ve gotten on the wrong road.” His
daughter reminisced after his death that
he was more interested in rehabilitation
than punishment and his motto for those
sent to youth camp was, “You got yourself
in there, now work yourself out.” His
remarks at the 1969 annual conference
of the National Council of Juvenile and
Family Court Judges were often repeated:
We have delinquency all
right, adult delinquency.
Father slobbers by the gallon
at the corner bar about how
his family doesn’t appreciate
him and perhaps mamma is
lapping it up someplace, too,
so she won’t be home either.
This is graphic, of course, but
you experienced judges know
as well or better than I that
delinquency begins at home
or the lack of one. If there is
anything poignantly apparent
today it is that our most
serious problem is people
pollution and it is no wonder
that the children are behaving
like they came from sewers
judging from the conduct of
the grownups.
Justice Zenoff authored many
published decisions but he is primarily
known for his defense of individual
liberties. His decisions reveal his courage
to enforce the law as he understood it,
despite criticism and public clamor. Justice
Zenoff was targeted for impeachment
and recall by various groups, and in one
interesting press conference, was described
by Governor Laxalt as part of a “liberal
coloration” on the court who was more
interested “in the rights of the individual
with insufficient regard to the rights of
the public.” Justice Zenoff was also more
interested in doing right than being right.
In one high-profile decision, he wrote an
opinion reversing an earlier decision he
had written. In so doing, Justice Zenoff
was intellectually honest and professionally
courageous. He subordinated his own
personal interests to the rule of law.
Justice Zenoff was also known within
popular culture. He was the subject of

national and international news when he
presided over the wedding of Elvis and
Priscilla Presley in 1967. He presided
over the divorce of Debbie Reynolds
and Eddie Fisher and later the same year
attended the marriage of Eddie Fisher and
Elizabeth Taylor. Justice Zenoff was goodnatured about his notoriety, claiming “that
one enjoyable benefit of being a judge
in Nevada was meeting celebrities and
presiding over their marriages.”
Justice Zenoff was an athlete and
involved with athletic organizations. He
was particularly gifted in racquet sports.
He was a charter member of Tahoe
Racquet Club at Lake Tahoe and in high
demand as a doubles partner and feared
as a singles opponent. In one amusing
event, he organized a club match against
an unnamed team in Carson City. His
teammates were surprised when they were
admitted into the Nevada State Prison
to play a “club” team of prisoners. He
joked that he had sentenced some of their
opponents so they should “stay close [to
him] once we get inside.” Always looking
to help the youth, he founded the Annual
Governor’s Cup Tennis Tournament for
“tennis aspirants” and formed the Nevada
Tennis Association, which allowed state
and national accreditation for junior
tennis players. Justice Zenoff also judged
many boxing matches.
In addition to his work, politics, and
athletics, Justice Zenoff contributed to
many civic groups, such as the Kiwanis,
Anti-Defamation
League,
American
Legion, and Marine Corps League. He
contributed to many Jewish causes and was
recognized for his leadership in founding

places of worship. He was recognized by
the Temple Emanu-El as “an individual
who has given extraordinary service to
Israel and to mankind.” Through it all,
he was deeply committed to his wife of
65 years and their three accomplished
children
Justice Zenoff announced his
retirement from the Supreme Court in
1976. He explained that he had expected
to serve his full term, and though not
looking for other opportunities, “an offer
had been made” as a legal consultant and
he wanted to “enjoy a more relaxed and
reduced lifestyle.” A subtle inference from
the news reports is that Justice Zenoff had
fought the good fight, was proud of his
service, and was anxious to retreat from
the public spotlight.
The spotlight of public service
continued slightly, however, when Justice
Zenoff accepted an appointment as the
first senior justice and helped resolve a
politically controversial prosecution of
several athletes at the University of Nevada,
Reno. Justice Zenoff also accepted several
board positions, including the boards of
Southwest Gas, Golden Nugget Hotel, and
Irwin Molasky’s Paradise Development
and Realty Holdings.
Justice Zenoff divided his retirement
time between Las Vegas and Carlsbad,
California. He died in California in
2005 at 89 years of age. True to his career
passion, the lead sentence of his obituary
reads: “Former Nevada Supreme Court
Justice David Zenoff long felt that many

Continued on page 11
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DISCOVERY - continued from page 4
live in Storey County, a determination
of whether defendant acted with actual
malice could be difficult. Thus, the
district court did not act arbitrarily
or capriciously in granting plaintiff’s
motion for limited discovery. See Toll,
2019 WL 6629145, at *4.
In light of these rulings, the
supreme court granted defendant’s
petition in part, and remanded the case
with instructions to conduct further
proceedings to determine whether
defendant’s blog qualifies for protection
under the news shield statute. But our
high court explicitly declined to resolve
the issue of whether a blog falls under
the definition of a “newspaper.” See
id. This significant issue underscores
the difficulty in determining proper
application of Nevada’s news shield
protection when “Internet availability
of literally innumerable sources of news
has shifted newsgathering power from
journalists to an audience that can pick
and choose from among the seemingly
infinite information resources available
on the Web.” See Linda L. Berger,
Shielding the Unmedia: Using the Process
of Journalism to Protect the Journalist’s
Privilege in an Infinite Universe of
Publication, 39 Hous. L. Rev. 1371,
1382 (2003). Arguably, application
of that protection could be afforded
through various approaches. See generally
id. (discussing approaches to affording
protection under news shield statutes
that are based on job titles, employment
status, publication content, type of
media or modes of communication, and
recommending an approach that focuses
on “the kind of journalistic work process
that seems most likely to result in the
publication of information that will be
important to decisionmaking by a selfgoverning citizenry”). Since only about
twenty percent of adults get news from
print newspapers, see Amy Mitchell et
al., Pew Research Ctr., The Modern News
Consumer 5 (July 7, 2016), https://www.
journalism.org/wp-content/uploads/
sites/8/2016/07/PJ_2016.07.07_
Modern-News-Consumer_FINAL.pdf,
and longstanding predictions that we will
someday get all of our newspapers and
magazines electronically appear closer to
reality, Daniela Hernandez, Tech Time
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Warp of the Week: Newspapers Go Digital,
1981, Wired, (Jan. 17, 2014, 6:30 AM),
https://www.wired.com/2014/01/techtime-warp-newspapers/ (quoting 1981
news report stating that “[e]ngineers
predict the day will come when we get
all our newspapers and magazines by
home computer”), the day might not be
too far off when our appellate courts—
or our legislature—will be called upon
Wes Ayres is the Discovery
Commissioner for the Second
Judicial District Court.
His columns are online and
searchable at wcbar.org.
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MILLENNIAL MINUTE
By: Kelci Binau, McDonald Carano

2020: The Year of Giving

W

ith the holiday season
of giving and receiving
behind us, we embark
upon a new year that holds the promise
of fulfilled goals and presents opportunity
for new growth. With only a few weeks
left of the year, I contemplate how we
as attorneys can continue the season of
giving into the new year. One answer may
lie in pro bono services. As recently barred
attorneys with the completion of the
Nevada Bar, Transitioning into Practice
requirements behind us, many of us face
the new responsibilities of Continuing
Legal Education (“CLE”) and Rule 6.1
of the Rules of Professional Conduct
(“RPC”).
Nevada’s CLE requirements consist of:
ten (10) hours of general CLE; two (2)
hours of ethics and professional conduct
and one (1) hour of substance abuse,
addictive disorders and/or mental health,
for a total of thirteen (13) hours per
year. Under the requirements, attorneys
must annually complete and report their
CLE. Effective 2019, Nevada attorneys
are required to submit an Affirmation
of Attendance and Compliance with
Mandatory CLE Requirements to the
Nevada Board of CLE. As a licensed
attorney, you are required to maintain all
CLE certificates of attendance, program
outlines, agendas, receipts and “other
evidence of attendance,” for the past three
years. Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule
210, the Nevada CLE Board can randomly
audit your CLE records.
As a new attorney you may ask, what
are my responsibilities under RPC 6.1?
As an established attorney you may ask,
what more can I do to further bolster
my responsibilities under RPC 6.1? The
American Bar Association (“ABA”) Model
Rule 6.1 states that “a lawyer should aspire
to render at least (50) hours of pro bono
publico legal services per year.” Under the
rule, you must annually report whether
you provided pro bono public services (or
contributed funds) as defined by RPC 6.1.
Rule 6.1 of the Nevada Rules of
Professional Conduct (“NRPC”), follows
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the ABA model rule and requires mandatory
reporting; however, NRPC 6.1 states
Nevada attorneys should “aspire to render
at least 20 hours of pro bono” services every
year. NRPC 6.1 does not make pro bono
itself or financial contributions mandatory,
only the reporting thereof. However, the
rule strongly advocates these activities as
aspirational goals of all attorneys and the
Nevada Supreme Court Access to Justice
Commission challenges all Nevada lawyers
to donate their time and resources to those
less fortunate. Beyond taking a case or
donating money, NRPC 6.1 also includes
activities such as law-related education;
activities for improving the law and the legal
profession; or presenting for an approved
education program sponsored by the state
or a county bar or a Nevada court.
The gap between the legal needs of the
poor and the resources available to meet
those needs is growing dramatically. By
necessity, people have been increasingly
emphasizing expansion of pro bono
legal services through various policy and
delivery options. Pro bono reporting
is one such option available. Pro bono
reporting systems and the data collected
through them can be used to promote and
encourage pro bono participation. Despite
this available option, only a few states,
including Florida, Maryland and Nevada
have mandatory pro bono reporting
systems in place. The majority of the
states have opted for purely voluntary pro
bono reporting, many citing the time and
expense to operate and collect the data as
deterrents to implementing a mandatory
reporting program.1

Over the years, many have asked,
“should all lawyers be required to complete
pro bono or monetarily contribute to
legal services offices?” Is it better for the
community that each lawyer make that
call for himself or herself, or would such
a requirement do more harm than good?
On September 14, 2012, New York
decided to answer these questions. The
New York State Court of Appeals adopted
a new rule requiring applicants for
admission to the New York State bar to
perform 50 hours of pro bono services.
All candidates seeking admission after
January 1, 2015, with the exception of
admission on motion candidates, need
to file documentation showing they have
completed fifty (50) hours of qualifying
pro bono work, as required by Rule 520.16
of the Rules of the Court of Appeals.
Some lawyers actively participate in
their county bar associations (raising funds
to support volunteer legal services) or the
bar’s Judicial Evaluation Committee.
Some lawyers coach mock trial teams to
help young people learn about the legal
system. Others do free legal work for their
local non-profits or neighbors. Still others
help the local church or animal shelters,
work in hospices, are big sisters to teens
in need, or donate to their local K-12 and
higher education programs. Interestingly,
the New York Rule does not count any of
these activities, although they may be the
most productive use of a lawyer’s charitable
time. And as we all know, one thing most
lawyers uniformly lack is time.
Justice Sonia Sotomayor spoke to this
issue at the national convention of the

American Law Institute in 2016. Justice
Sotomayor said, “I believe in forced
labor,” and, “If I had my way, I would
make pro bono service a requirement.” If
the government required lawyers to work
for no pay, she said that there is no risk
that they “may not give their best effort,”
because the ethics rules require them to
give their best effort.
Do you have an alternative idea that
would do a better job of helping to meet
the legal needs of the indigent? This year
let’s work together to continue the spirit
of giving into the new year by actively
pursuing pro bono opportunities within
our communities. Your skills and resources
can and will change lives. Happy New
Year!
____________________________________

The following states have voluntary pro bono
reporting systems: Arizona, Georgia, Hawaii,
Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, Texas, Utah
and Virginia.

1

References:
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/probono_
public_service/policy/arguments/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/probono_
public_service/policy/bar_pre_admission_pro_
bono/
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/
another_hurdle_for_would-be_lawyers_in_new_
york_50_hours_of_pro_bono/
https://casetext.com/rule/nevada-court-rules/
nevada-rules-of-professional-conduct/publicservice/rule-61-pro-bono-publico-service

Kelci Binau is an Associate with McDonald
Carano in the firm's
Business Entities &
Transactions and Real
Estate & Land Use
practice groups.

Judicial Reflections Continued from page 7
bad kids could become good kids if shown
the proper path in life.” He was publicly
remembered by several colleagues. Justice
Gunderson wrote: “David believed
children who had gone wrong had the
potential to be shaped in a corrective
manner--that was what he focused on very
heavily. He was very much a pioneer in
improving all aspects of the juvenile system
and you could always count on him to be
fair.” Justice Young noted: Justice Zenoff
“was a good leveling influence on the court.
He was a credit to the judiciary.” Justice
Becker added her own observation that
Justice Zenoff “was a caring, intelligent
and dedicated individual. He worked
hard for the children of this State and I
remember thinking, as a young lawyer and
judge, ‘that’s the type of person I want to
be.’”
The Nevada Supreme Court published
a moving memorial in which it noted that
Justice Zenoff “demonstrated dedication,
ability, and leadership in all areas of his
life--in his legal career, in his involvement
in his community, and in his family.” Even
though Justice Zenoff might have smiled
at his own occasional zeal, he was a serious
jurist who endeavored to enhance Nevada
law. In so doing, he left a personal mark
that shall remain timeless.

References for this essay include: In Memoriam,
David Zenoff, 123 Nev. 661 (2009); David
Zenoff, 89; Nevada High Court Judge Married
Presleys, Los Angeles Times, Oct. 6, 2005, https://
www.latimes.com/archives/la-epm-2005-oct-06me-passings6.1-story.html; Zenoff, Former Justice
of Supreme Court, Dies, Las Vegas Sun, Oct. 5,
2005, https://lasvegassun.com/news/2005/oct/05/
zenoff-former-justice-of-supreme-court-dies/;
Memory, Reno Gazette-Journal, Oct. 29, 2005, at
2; Hearing Planned for DA Office’s Role in UNR
Case, Reno Gazette-Journal, Oct. 15, 1988, at 1;
Death Penalty Law Hit by Court, Reno GazetteJournal, Feb. 18, 1977, at 3; Nevada Justice Zenoff
Plans April Retirement, Reno Gazette-Journal,
Dec. 8, 1976, at 1-2; State Young Republicans
Vote Resolution to Impeach Zenoff, Reno GazetteJournal, Mar. 9, 1976, at 17; Brazen Judge, Reno
Gazette-Journal, Mar. 8, 1976, at 4; Nevada High
Court Tells Plans for Zenoff Inquiry, Reno GazetteJournal, Mar. 4, 1976, at 1-2; Ski Pass for Justice
Zenoff Launches Dispute, Reno Gazette-Journal,
Feb. 27, 1976, at 1-2; Zenoff Seeks Reelection to
High Court, Reno Gazette-Journal, Jan. 24, 1974,
at 13; Feb. 27, 1976, at 1-2; Zenoff Says New
Ethics Panel Inadequately Funded, Reno Gazette-

Journal, Sept. 17, 1975, at 8; Law School: Regents
Agree on Study, Avoid Location Question, Nevada
State Journal, Jan. 13, 1973, at 4; New Tennis
Group Will Help Players Gain Recognition, Reno
Gazette-Journal, Nov. 1, 1972, at 29; Justice
Zenoff Gets Juvenile Justice Award, Reno GazetteJournal, Jul. 17, 1972, at 11; Zenoff Files for
Reelection to High Court, Reno Gazette-Journal,
Jan. 28, 1972, at 12; Zenoff Named to Committee
on Delinquents, Reno Gazette-Journal, Mar. 6,
1971, at 6; Zenoff Comment Draws Criticism
of GOP’s Abbot, Reno Gazette-Journal, Nov. 2,
1970, at 21; Recall of Supreme Court Trio Urged
by Petition, Mason Valley News, Mar. 20, 1970,
at 22; Recall Plan Against Court Being Started,
Reno Gazette-Journal, Feb. 11, 1970, at 1; Show
Crime, Reno Gazette-Journal, Mar. 19, 1969, at
4; Thou Shalt Honor Whom?, Juvenile and Family
Court J. (1969), https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/abs/10.1111/j.1755-6988.1969.tb01312.x;
General Agreement, Reno Gazette-Journal, Dec.
20, 1969, at 6; Death Penalty Vote by People
Needed - Zenoff, Reno Gazette-Journal, May
28, 1968, at 1; Middle East War Possible – Israeli
Spokesman, Reno Gazette-Journal, May 22, 1967,
at 7; Laxalt-Court Controversy Is Examined, Reno
Gazette-Journal, Apr. 20, 1967, at 1-2; Valley
Forge Foundation Cites Nevadans, Reno GazetteJournal, Feb. 22, 1967, at 30; Juveniles’ Facilities
Praised, Reno Gazette-Journal, Nov. 21, 1966, at
19; Judge David Zenoff Files for Supreme Court
Bench, Nevada State Journal, Jan. 25, 1966, at
1; Judge Zenoff Like Supreme Court; He’ll Seek
Election, Reno Gazette-Journal, May 26, 1965,
at 1, 3; Way Clear for Russell to Appoint Clark
Judge, Reno Gazette-Journal, Dec. 23, 1958, at
11; Young is Expected to Deny Part in Redfield
Burglary; Las Vegas Lawyer Retained, Nevada
State Journal, Aug. 8, 1952, at 2; 4 Renoites Serve
As Bar Examiners, Nevada State Journal, Feb.
17, 1951, at 14; David Zenoff, S. Nev. Jewish
Community Digital Heritage Project, https://
digital.library.unlv.edu/jewishheritage/people/
david-zenoff.

This is number 124 in a
series of essays on judicial
ethics authored by Judge
David Hardy, Second
Judicial District Court,
Dept. 15.
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FAMILY L AW
By Travis Clark, Surratt Law Practice , P.C.

SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN RECEIVING CHILD SUPPORT AFTER AGING OUT

P

arents who contend with the
issues presented when a child
has special needs are heroes.
Many parents and families who care for
a sibling or child with special needs face
a multitude of pitfalls and legal traps.
This article seeks to shed light on the
issue of child support which is ordered
after the child reaches the age of 18 and
is graduated from high school, or is 19.
Under Nevada Law, NRS 125B.110,
parents of children with special needs
may petition the court with proper
jurisdiction, for child support to
continue past the date they reach the
age of majority. To do this, the litigant
must file the request some months prior
to the child turning 18 (or 19 if they are
still in high school), or risk the Court
dismissing the action due to the wording
of NRS 125B.110 which provides:
A parent shall support beyond
the age of majority his or her
child with a handicap until the
child is no longer handicapped
or until the child becomes selfsupporting. The handicap of
the child must have occurred
before the age of majority for this
duty to apply.
Thus, litigants and lawyers alike
must be aware of the timing of such a
request or risk dismissal under the rule
for not having petitioned the court prior
to reaching majority.
This is where things get hairy:
When a child becomes an adult, he or
she usually qualifies for Social Security
Disability Income (“SSDI”) and
Medicaid. These Federal benefits are
calculated for the individual based on
their “income” or “resources” which
must be less than $2,000 in a calendar
year. 42 U.S.C. § 1382(a)(1)(B) and
(a)(3)(B). What counts as income or
a resource is defined in 42 U.S.C. §§
1382a and 1382b. Interestingly, 1382b
does not state what a resource is, it states
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what a resource is not. It is not a model
of clarity.
Regardless, the issue comes down to
whether or not resources, or income, are
available to the special-needs individual
applying for benefits. In the case
where a parent or guardian moves for
child support to extend past the age of
majority, we have an issue where federal
benefits may, or most likely will be,
reduced based on the support obligation

issued by a state court.
Currently, there are two “fixes”
under the law that have real and lasting
impact for families of special needs
children reaching the age of majority:
The first and most widely known
remedy is a first person, special needs
trust (“SNT”), that qualifies under 42
U.S.C. § 1396p(d)(4)(A). These trusts,
Continued on page 15

PRESERVING DIGITAL EVID ENCE A FTER
A D R O N E AC C I D E N T
By Ira Victor, Chief Forensic Analyst
“What if a delivery drone falls
on your head?” asks the Los Angeles
Times, in a piece that contemplates the
liabilities associated with using drones to
transport merchandise from a warehouse
to the customer’s doorstep.
The Times points out that when a
drone-in-flight causes harm to persons
or property, it may be difficult to sort
out responsibility, since neither the seller
of the merchandise nor the owner of the
drone is necessarily the drone’s pilot.
Habeas Hard Drive adds that digital
evidence will make things a lot clearer.
Multiple bodies of useful data will exist,
and the more thorough your discovery
order, the more clarity you’ll have about
events leading up to the incident. The
drone itself has electronically stored
information (ESI) on board, which
might include flight path data, records
of its communication with the flight
command center, and updates to
its software. It’s important to order
preservation of the drone’s memory as
soon as notice has been served.
But remember that while the drone
is at the center of the incident, it is
a single spoke connected to a hub of
transportation logistics. Additional
bodies of data exist in the larger system,
and they may be more useful sources of
evidence.
One is the flight command center,
where human traffic controllers are
(or will be in the future) responsible
for monitoring the flights of multiple
autonomous drones simultaneously.
A well-designed flight control system
would produce at least two important
sets of event logs. One set would
record the activities of the human flight
controllers, indicating their routine
procedures as well as their interventions
to correct problems – anything from
a software failure to an impending
collision. Another set of event logs would

report on the functioning of the screens
and other equipment in the command
center that allows the human flight
controllers to view and communicate
with the drones.
If additional sources of command
center data exist, a thorough e-discovery
process will reveal them. There should
also be records of the drone’s history,
including dates of service, malfunctions,
or repairs.
Meanwhile at the warehouse,
merchandise tracking records will be a
separate source of potentially relevant
ESI. Who handled the package prior to
its departure on the drone? What other
personnel were involved? Was the drone
damaged or overloaded by warehouse
personnel? Is there video? Were there any
separate processes for pharmaceuticals
or other regulated goods that might

affect packaging? Additional questions
will arise as you learn more from the
warehouse records.
Start with the big picture, and
then narrow scope as it becomes clear
which data repositories will yield useful
evidence. See the Los Angeles Times
story here. [shortened link: https://lat.
ms/2Chjud2 ]
Ira Victor is the Chief Forensic Analyst at Renobased DiscoveryTechnician.com. Ira Victor has
more than two decades of information security
and digital forensics experience. He uses a
client-oriented approach to legal consulting,
rejecting the industry’s customary reliance
on programmatic and impersonal evidencegathering. Ira works to understand the facts of
each case, with an eye toward preserving client
resources.

UPCOMING CLE
January 17, 2020
12:00 to 1:30 p.m.
Drones, Planes and Automobiles: The Changing Nature of Digital
Discovery Lunch & Learn
1.5 Hours CLE (including 1 hour ethics)
Just a few years ago, digital evidence was mostly in the email or mobile phone
records. The ground has shifted very quickly. Now digital evidence lives everywhere.
From automotive dashboards, to medical records, to delivery drones and assembly line
equipment, evidence preservation is suddenly complex.
The challenge now goes beyond knowing what to preserve. The systems are layered
with third-party components. The end users have no idea how to get the data. The
adverse parties tell you it's not accessible.
The burden is on legal practitioners to understand the digital landscape, and clear
the path toward a useful discovery process. You will learn:
•
The proper course of action for specific kinds of data
•
Getting to the party who controls the data
•
How to be "sufficiently technically proficient" - even if you aren't
•
The ethics of proper e-discovery.
Register at www.wcbar.org/events
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l AW LIBRARY/ PRO BONO CORNER
Library Volunteer Recognition and
Annual Luncheon

This year’s Lawyer in the Library
Volunteer Recognition and Annual
Luncheon, held on December 4th, 2019,
celebrated the 20 Year Anniversary of the
Washoe County Law Library’s Lawyer in
the Library program. The annual event
is put on by the Law Library to recognize
and show gratitude for the attorneys who
graciously volunteered their time to assist
self-represented litigants throughout the
year. This year, the event also recognized
the volunteers for the new Legal Awareness
Workshop (LAW program), which is a
partnership with Eddy House to provide
legal information to at-risk youths in the
area.
The judges of the Second Judicial
District Court were grateful for the
opportunity to thank the many volunteers
that make Lawyer in the Library and the
LAW program such a success. Present
to express their appreciation were Judges
Kathleen Drakulich, Dixie Grossman,
Lynne Simons, Egan Walker, Barry
Breslow, Elliott Sattler, Chuck Weller,
Bridget Robb, Tamatha Schreinert, and
Commissioner Edmund “Joe” Gorman,
Jr. In addition, the Judicial Officers of
the Second Judicial District Court were
pleased to welcome Nevada Supreme Court
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Justices James Hardesty and Lidia Stiglich,
and Washoe County Manager Eric Brown,
to the event. Chief Judge Freeman and
Judge Connie Steinheimer, who serves as
the chairwoman of the Law Library Board
of Trustees, presented at the ceremony
honoring the 2019 volunteers. Following
the ceremony, Chief Judge Freeman said,
“The continued growth of the Lawyer
in Library program is a testament to the
local Bar’s commitment to meeting the
legal needs of our community. We extend
our sincerest thank you to every attorney
who recognizes this growing need and
volunteers time.”

This year, the Volunteer of the Year
Award, given to the attorney who has
volunteered the most throughout the
year, was awarded to Gary Silverman.
This was the third year in a row that Gary
earned this achievement. In addition,
six of the program’s longevity volunteers
were recognized: Roger Harada and
Kevin Karp for 19 years, Richard Cornell
and Audrey Damonte for 18 years, Leah
Wigren for 17 years and Linda Daykin
for 16 years. Tremendous appreciation
also goes to the Washoe County Bar
Association for sponsoring this year’s
event. It was a huge success!
To each of the volunteers for this
past year, thank you:
Aaron Richter,

Adam Hosmer-Henner, Adam McMillen,
Andriea Aden, Audrey Damonte, Brian
Davenport, Brian Saeman, Brittany
Cooper, Bronagh Kelly, Bryan Carpenter,
Caryn Sternlicht, Colton Loretz,
Courtney O’Mara, Dane Littlefield,
Danielle Christensen, David Reese, Doug
Nicholson, Elizabeth Bassett, Elizabeth
Bittner, Erin Grieve, Gary Silverman,
Graeme Reid, Janet Traut, Jennifer
Richards, Jeremy Nork, Jill Whitbeck,
John Samberg, John White, Kendra
Jepsen, Kenton Karrasch, Kevin Karp,
Kevin Ryan, Kristen Matteoni, Leah
Wigren, Linda Daykin, Lisa Fraas, Luke
Molleck, Madelyn Shipman, McClure
Wallace, Michael Alonso, Michelle
Bumgarner, Mike Roth, Mikyla Miller,
Patrick Millsap, Paul Malikowski, Pete
Cladianos, Philip Mannelly, Rayna
Brachmann, Richard Cornell, Roger
Harada, Sandra Unsworth, Sarah Molleck,
Scott Husbands, Steve Moss, Tehan
Slocum, Travis Clark, William Shogren,
Zee Bogale, Jason Guinasso, Marc Picker,
Cindi Smith and Kendra Bertschy.

Please contact Emily Reed at emily.
reed@washoecourts.us or (775) 3256625 if you would like to volunteer
or for further information regarding
the Lawyer in the Library and LAW
programs.

Family Law continued from page 12
at least in Washoe County, are usually
drafted by the Court, or an officer of
the Court. The “(d)(4)(A)” trust must
be irrevocable and is required to state a
provision to pay back Medicaid upon
the death of the beneficiary of the trust.
Payments must be assigned to the SNT
by the Court and must be irrevocable.
With this conduit, child support can
be paid to the trust and not counted as
a resource to the individual such that
their federal benefits will be reduced or
withheld.
This sounds great in theory; however,
the devil is in the details. The drafting of
these trusts, to this author’s knowledge,
rests with a limited few attorneys in the
Northern Nevada area and require a
court order to establish the irrevocability
of the trust. A trust necessitates a trustee
manage the money and has accounting
requirements.
The second, lesser known option is
to open an ABLE account. ABLE stands
for Achieving a Better Life Experience.
These tax-advantaged savings accounts
came into being with the 2014 ABLE
Act. They are still relatively new
vehicles for the protection of resources
for disabled individuals. Relatively few
practitioners know of their existence or
utilize this viable tool.
ABLE accounts in Nevada can be
researched at: ABLE Nevada, or https://
savewithable.com/nv/home.html. The
benefit of these accounts is multifaceted
in that they are relatively easy to set up,
provide tax advantages and are easy to
maintain.
Tax advantages include tax-deferred
and tax-free status on investments, if
they are used for qualified disability
expenses. Qualified expenses can be
discussed with a local agent or found on
their website. Non-qualifying expenses
may be subject to taxes and penalties.
Accounts can be opened with as
little as $25, but accounts have a cap
of $300,000.00. If the amount in the
account exceeds $100,000.00, SSDI

will be suspended until the amount is
reduced. Another caveat is that each
individual is limited to one account.
Those who wish to contribute to
the account may do so; however,
contributions are limited to $15,000
annually in the aggregate with some
exceptions for earned income versus
unearned income.
There are other fees which apply;
however, the use of an ABLE account
is an easier way for families to plan and
assist their special needs children who
reach adulthood.
If you or your family members are
in such a circumstance, please consult a
professional to assist you with working
through the issues of child support
as it extends past the age of majority.
Maximizing the federal benefits,
which are minimal each month, while
providing additional resources for your
loved one is essential to provide and
maintain a quality life for those in need.

Travis Clark is an associate with Surratt Law
Practice, P.C. Travis was
recently named one of
Nevada's Elite Up and
Coming Attorneys, and is
receiving the Outstanding
Young
Lawyer
of
Northern Nevada award
from Nevada Legal Services for his pro-bono
work.

THE #1 PAYMENT SOLUTION
FOR LAW FIRMS
Getting paid should be the easiest part of your job, and with
LawPay, it is! However you run your firm, LawPay's flexible,
easy-to-use system can work for you. Designed specifically
for the legal industry, your earned/unearned fees are
properly separated and your IOLTA is always protected
against third-party debiting. Give your firm, and your clients,
the benefit of easy online payments with LawPay.
Proud Member
Benefit Provider

866-369-0323 or visit lawpay.com/wcba
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JUDGE SANDRA UNSWORTH

Judge Unsworth
was sworn into
the Second
J u d i c i a l
District Court,
Department 12,
on December
10,
2019.
Judge Unsworth
graduated from
the University
of Nevada, Reno, and the University
of Puget Sound School of Law. Judge
Unsworth returned to her hometown
of Reno in 1986 to work as a law clerk
for the Hon. Phyllis Halsey Atkins. She
subsequently joined the Washoe County
District Attorney's office as a deputy
district attorney where she remained
until she opened her private law office
in 1992. During her time in private
practice, Judge Unsworth specialized
in criminal and family law matters. In
addition to her work as private counsel,
Judge Unsworth was a special master in
the role of parenting coordinator and
taught parents better communication and
parenting skills. In addition, she served
as guardian ad litem in a number of cases
where she was honored to represent the
best interest of children in contested
child custody and visitation matters. She
maintained per private law practice until
taking the oath of office as a judge.
Judge Unsworth's passion for family
law developed through her own life
experiences and in observing how legal
proceedings involving family matters
so deeply effect the parties and their
children. "Families, however they are
constituted, fundamentally contribute
to our sense of who we are as individuals
and as a community. As the presiding
judge in Department 12, I will adjudicate
matters with a keen understanding
of how important each case is to each
person, and with ethical, prudent, and
reasoned judgment. It is an honor to be
a member of rhe Second Judicial District
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Court, and I will humbly and gratefully
serve Washoe County citizens," stated
Judge Unsworth.
WCBA Welcomes New Members!
Kathrine Berning
Berning & Associates
195 Casazza Dr.
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 329-8646 / fax 329-8649
email: Kathe@renolawfirm.net
Trent deBraga
Mackedon Law, P.C.
179 S. LaVerne St. / PO Box 1203
Fallon, NV 89407
(775) 423-2106 / fax 423-3550
email: trent@fallonlegal.com
Nicole Harvey
Blanchard, Krasner & French
5470 Kietzke Lane, Ste. 200
Reno, NV 89511
(775) 384-0022 / fax 236-0901
email: nmharvey.esq@icloud.com
Cristal Keegan
Nevada Realtors
760 Margrave Dr., Ste. 200
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 829-5911
email: christal@nvrealtors.org
Elliot Weiss
Holland & Hart LLP
5441 Kietzke Lane
Reno, NV 89511
(775) 327-3000 / fax 786-6179
email: esweiss@hollandhart.com

Member Moves
Mary-Ann Ellis

Renown Health
50 W. Liberty St., Ste. 1100
Reno, NV 89501
(775) 982-5738
email: mellis@renown.org

Amy Hodgson, Paralegal Member
Second Judicial Court, Dept. 12
75 Court St.
Reno, NV 89501

S

/

(775) 328-3470 / fax 636-8202
email: Amy.Hodgson@washoecourts.us
Jasmine Mehta
Reno City Attorney's Office
One E. First St., POBox 1900
Reno, NV 89505
(775) 334-2050
email: mehtaj@reno.gov
Frederick Schmidt
Holland & Hart LLP
5551 Kietzke Lane
Reno, NV 89511
(775) 327-3000 / 786-6179
email: fschmidt@hollandhart.com
Timothy Summers
Woodburn and Wedge
6100 Neil Rd., Ste. 500 /PO Box 2311
Reno, NV 89505
(775) 688-3000 / 688-3088
email: tsummers@woodburnandwedge.com
Hal Taylor
432 Court St.
Reno, NV 89501
(775) 825-2223 / 329-1113
email: haltaylorlawyer@gbis.com
Douglas Thornley
Sparks City Attorney's Office
431 Prater Way / PO Box 857
Sparks, NV 89432
(775) 353-1633
email: drthornley@cityofsparks.us
Rob Wester (social member - corrected
email) Rob.Webster@myavantax.com)

Corrected Directory Page
Page. 23 - Juvenile Delinquency Division
Paige Dollinger, Court Clerk, Phone
#325-7834
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Pictured left to right: Geoffrey Roullard, Jim Morgan, Dan Wong, John Petty, Bob Eisenberg, Thierry Barkley, Jeff Ostomel,
Judge Connie Steinheimer, John Murtha, Judge Michael Gibbons, Rodney Sumpter, Robert Balkenbush, Bob Bell, Steve Kent.

Healthcare Reform Experts.

Innovative and Exclusive Health Insurance Products.

· Up to $20k per month in Disability coverage
· The best “Own-Occupation” definition with benefits up to age 67
· Unlimited Mental/Substance Abuse Coverage
· Exclusive pricing for WCBA Members
Dillon Health – Healthcare Reform Experts. Innovative and Exclusive Health Insurance Products
329 Flint Street • Reno, NV 89501
Phone: 775-829-2494 • Fax: 775-201-1794
www.DillonHealth.com
Reno • Las Vegas • Sacramento • SF Bay
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See wcbar.org/events for details and registration

JANUARY

8

Douglas-Carson Legal Professionals
meet for lunch and CLE at noon at Red’s
Old 395 Grill, Carson City. Carson City
Mayor Bob Crowell will be the guest speaker.
Details to be announced on website at www.
douglascarsonlegalprof.org.

17

WCBA CLE Lunch & Learn,
Drones, Planes and Automobiles: The
Changing Nature of Digital Discovery,
12:00 to 1:30 p.m., 1.5 hours CLE credit
(including 1 hr. ethics) Bruce Thompson
Federal Courthouse. Register at www.wcbar.
org/events. (See page 13 for more
information)

30

Annual Basque Dinner,
Santa Fe, cocktails 5:30 p.m. /
dinner 6:30 p.m. Sign up online
at www.wcbar.org.

FEBRUARY

7

WCBA CLE Lunch & Learn, DUI
Update, 12:30 to 4:45 p.m., 4 hours
CLE credit. Bruce Thompson Federal
Courthouse.

12

WCBA Luncheon, State of the
District Court with Chief Judge Scott
Freeman. 12:00 p.m., Harrah's Convention
Center, 1 Hour CLE Credit.

28

Regional Mock Trial Competition.
Scoring judges needed. Use the sign up form
or email your availability to gina@wcbar.org.

The Washoe County Bar Association Board and staff wish you a
Happy New Year!
January 2020, Vol. 42, No. 1
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The
POST OFFICE BOX 1548, RENO, NEVADA 89505

change service requested

Classifieds
Please visit www.wcbar.org/classifieds for full job descriptions & deadlines.
EMPLOYMENT
SNELL & WILMER’S RENO OFFICE
seeks an associate with 1-3 years’ experience.
A successful candidate will have excellent
writing skills and enthusiasm for litigation.
A judicial clerkship is a plus. Snell &
Wilmer prides itself in mentoring young
attorneys. We offer small office camaraderie
while enjoying all the benefits of a large,
regional law firm with clients all over the
world.
Nevada bar required (additional
California bar is a plus). Applicants should
apply
at:https://www.swlaw.com/careers/
lateral-attorneys/job/id/861
ALLIANCE TRUST COMPANY OF
NEVADA (ATC) has a full-time opening
for a Trust Officer. The ATC Trust Officer is
responsible for the coordination of services
and administration of trust relationships,
including living and testamentary trusts,
probate, guardianships and investment
advisory.
Bachelor’s degree required,
preferably in finance or accounting;
Professional license welcome (CTFA, CFP,
CPA). Minimum of 2 years of demonstrated
experience in client or account services role,
or legal/law firm experience in the areas of
estate planning, and/or trust administration/
probate; Demonstrated understanding of
financial markets and investment theory
preferred. Fluency in Spanish is a plus. Send
resumes to mstewart@alliancetrustcompany.
com.
ALLIANCE TRUST COMPANY OF
NEVADA (ATC) has a full-time opening
for a Trust Administrator. The ATC
Trust Administrator supports the Trust
Officer in the coordination of services
and administration of trust relationships,
including living and testamentary trusts,
probate, guardianships and investment
advisory. Bachelor’s degree required,
preferably in finance or accounting, with
a minimum of 1 year of demonstrated
experience in client or account services
role, or legal experience in estate planning

or trusts/estates. Fluency in Spanish
is a plus. Send resumes to mstewart@
alliancetrustcompany.com.
RENO PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION
FIRM is seeking to hire an attorney with 1-7
years experience. Please call Casey @ (775)
333-7555.
BARBER LAW GROUP, a small local
law firm focused on Family Law and Civil
Litigation, has an immediate need for a
full-time Attorney. Our law firm is looking
an attorney with 1-5 years of experience,
strong research and writing skills, Family
Law experience is a plus. Inquiries are
confidential. Salary will be discussed and will
be based on experience. We offer competitive
benefits including medical, dental and vision
and 401(k). Interested parties should submit
a cover-letter, resume and writing samples
via email only to renofamilylawfirm@gmail.
com .
PART-TIME PARALEGAL wanted. Must
be able to multitask and must be detail
oriented. Family Law and Civil Litigation
Experience required. This position works
directly with the attorneys. Duties include
court filings, document preparation,
file review, file preparation, discovery
preparation, and case monitoring. This is a
PART-TIME position. Candidate must have
excellent communication, organizational
and computer skills. Be able to understand
the importance of deadlines and be able
to accomplish goals working individually
within a team environment. This is an
hourly position (DOE). Email resume only
to renofamilylawfirm@gmail.com
LYON COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S
OFFICE is accepting applications for two
open positions: Deputy District Attorney and
Deputy District Attorney - Civil. Salary DOE
$83,576.27 - $119,394.91 EE PERS. To view
complete job descriptions and to apply, visit
www.lyon-county.org/jobs
Please visit www.wcbar.org for new listings

OFFICE SPACE
ONE PERSON LAW OFFICE, Midtown
(105 Mt. Rose St.) Furnished, $750/mo,
includes utilities, parking. Available now.
Call 324-6447
EXECUTIVE FRONT OFFICE overlooking
the river. In historic 20th Century Building.
Approx 208 sq ft with fireplace. includes
conference room, kitchenette and full-time
receptionist out front. call 775-322-8000
PROFESSIONAL OFFICES AVAILABLE:
Midtown, across from the Federal Courthouse,
conference room, parking, kitchen and other
amenities included. Call 775-742-9509
457 COURT STREET, 2400 sq. ft. on 2
floors of the renovated Grey Mansion for
lease. Ample parking. Full Service rate. Great
views of the Truckee River. Walking distance
to Downtown Reno & Court House. Call
775-846-9151.

SERVICES
LEGAL RESEARCH & WRITING  20+
years experience at the Nevada Supreme
Court, now available on a freelance basis
for research and writing projects. Briefs,
petitions, motions, etc. tlindeman@
appellatesolution.com 775-297-4877.
EXPERIENCED PARALEGAL (25+ years)
- available on a contractual basis. Multiple
practice/jurisdictional areas. Please contact
Renee at (775) 954-8473
LAWYER PROFESSIONAL ERRORS
AND
OMISSIONS
INSURANCE
PROGRAM. Altus Insurance Agency,
Division of Orgill-Singer & Associates, has
exceptional value for your Law Office. Over
30 years of serving Nevada. Contact: John
Maksimik CIC, CRM at 775-398-2525 or
email jmaksimik@orgillsinger.com.
The publication of any advertisement should
not be deemed as an endorsement by the
Washoe County Bar Association nor should
any previously published advertisement be
considered as precedent for future publication
of the same or similar content.

